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SUBJECT: PRESIDENTIAL MESSAGE FOR CORAL SEA CEREMONIES 

REF: CANBERRA 2916 

1 . REQUEST EMBASSY ARRANGE FOR DELIVERY OF FOLLOWING 
MESSAGE TO NATIONAL SECRETARIAT OF AUSTRALIAN -AMERICAN 
ASSOCIATION IN SYDNEY BY FRIDAY, APRIL 30: BEGIN QUOTE: 

TO THE AUSTRALIAN- AMERICAN ASSOCIATION: 

THE COMMEMORATION OF THE BATTLE OF THE CORAL SEA REMINDS 
US OF THE CLOSE TIES BETWEEN AUSTRALIA AND THE UNITED 
STATES, TWO COUNTRIES BOUND TOGETHER BY SIMILAR VALUES, 
CULTURES, INSTITUTIONS, AND INTERESTS. IT ALSO IS AN 
OPPORTUNITY FOR US TO LOOK FORWARD TO OUR CONTINUING 
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COOPERATION IN BUILDING A MORE PEACEFUL AND PROSPEROUS 
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WORLD. AMERICANS SINCERELY APPRECIATE THE FINE WORK 
OF THE AUSTRALIAN-AMERICAN ASSOCIATION IN STRENGTHENING 
THE RELATIONSHIPS BETWEEN OUR TWO NATIONS. 

ON BEHALF OF ALL AMERICANS I EXTEND MY WARMEST GOOD WISHES 
TO YOU ON THIS OCCASION. SINCERELY, GERALD R. FORD 
END QUOTE. 

2. WHITE HOUSE DOES NOT PLAN TO RELEASE TEXT OF 
MESSAGE BUT HAS NO OBJECTION IF AUSTRALIAN-AMERICAN 
ASSOCIATION WISHES TO DO SO. SISCO 
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